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FREE TREATMENT IS AVAILABLE

THERE ARE NO MEDICAL GROUNDS FOR DISCRIMINATION

As members of the medical fraternity, we have the first responsibility to set the record straight. We affirm and

endorse the National Pledge.

T here are many myths and misconceptions about leprosy which

lead to stigma and discrimination. Leprosy is a mildly infectious
disease. It does not spread by casual contact. It is curable with Multi
Drug Therapy (MDT) that kills the bacteria and stops the disease
from spreading to others. MDT is available in all the Government/
NGO health facilities free of charge. Early diagnosis, prompt and
complete treatment prevent the onset of disability and deformity
associated with leprosy. There are no medical grounds for isolating a

person with the disease.

Yet people with leprosy continue to face social discrimination, even
after they are cured. Many families are marginalized, sometimes with

devastating results.

Drugs can cure leprosy, but only greater public awareness can end

the stigma it attracts.

India has the largest number of leprosy affected persons in the
world. There has been a great success in reducing the number of
new patients, but we need a wider cooperation to create greater
awareness among people for early diagnosis and treatment of all the
new patients. Without social stigma, more people would come

forward for treatment.

We affirm the right of people affected by leprosy to receive treatment

for other ailments at any health facilities.

We call for an end to discrimination against people affected by
leprosy and their families. We support their right to live in dignity as
other members of the community with equal access to opportunities

and enjoying all their human rights.

We pledge to fight the stigma against leprosy by conveying this

message to reach every corner of the society.
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HELP INDIA TO BECOME LEPROSY FREE

The National Appeal is an initiative of National Forum India by & for People Affected by Leprosy, following the Global Appeal 2012 by Mr. Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination




