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The Leprosy Study Tour would like to showcase the various efforts that the
Philippines have embarked besides the public health approach of controlling
the disease using MDT both in the public health system and the sanitarium.
The last Leprosy study tour has focused on: a) Transformation of the once
“Leper Colony” of Culion from Isolation to Integration, where Culion has been
converted to a regular Municipality and the Culion Sanitarium into a General
Hospital where in the past 12 years there is no new cases detected in this
previously hyper endemic island. This experience could have a bearing on the
direction and transformation of Japan sanitarium in the future. b) Preservation
of Leprosy History - this highlight the preservation efforts of the sanitarium
(Culion and Eversely Childs in Cebu) in preserving history and memories of
the patients and residents and the struggle of the people to live “normally”

amidst difficulties of isolations, segregations and other policies. ¢) Human
Rights and Dignity and Empowerment - presented the different associations
or groups of People Affected by leprosy and their different advocacies and
activities. d) Leprosy epidemiology as presented by the WHO Western Pacific
Region, noting the distribution of leprosy and the present challenges in the
different countries in the Asia-Pacific. e) Leprosy diagnosis, treatment and
management, rehabilitation and research - provided by the Leonard Wood
Memorial for Leprosy Research Skin Clinic and the Philippine Dermatology
Society and the (Regional/City) Public Health for leprosy management in city
and rural areas in the Philippines.

How to further improve the learning experiences and exchange information and
how the Philippines could also learn from the Japan experience especially on
the quality and end of life care is something to look forward to in the near future.
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